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“JUST A THOUGHT!”


Recently the staff and I met for our annual planning session.  We take most of a morning going through the calendar for the coming year working out some of the key dates and working out our schedules together.

Along about September of the 2012 calendar I began to feel a little overwhelmed thinking about all the events and holidays that would have to be planned and carried out this year.  They were all good things, but seeing them all at once was too much.  And then I recalled Jesus’ conversation once with his followers during what has come to be known as the Sermon on the Mount.  In a section devoted to teaching about worry, Jesus summed up his remarks about our anxious propensities this way (Matthew 6:34): Do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself.  Each day has enough trouble of its own.

Pretty good common sense advice isn’t it?  Silly of me to get worried about Advent that doesn’t start until next December when we haven’t even gotten through the current season of Epiphany and Easter 2012 is still over two months away.

We all do it occasionally though don’t we?  We get focused on what might be up ahead and fail to live today to the fullest.  And it doesn’t even have to be worries about something uncomfortable or difficult that might be up ahead.  Sometimes we get so caught up in looking forward to an upcoming event that we miss many great experiences that are happening around us in the moment.

It’s just a thought, but when we worry about something in the future, aren’t we actually trying to usurp God’s job?  After all, God is the one who is outside of time constraints and can see the past, present and future all at once, not you and me.  God is the only one who can reach back into the past and change what we call history (changing the past is called forgiveness, atonement and justification in theological circles) and he is the one who can no doubt reach into what we call the future and make adjustments as he sees fit (That’s what we hope God will do when we pray, isn’t it?).

Its just a thought, but worry then is really an expression of a lack of trust in God to do his job and worry is an exercise in futility for us since we can’t do anything about the future anyway.  So at best, worry is a waste of time for us and at worst it is sin.

Each day has enough trouble of its own.

I’d write more on this subject, but I just thought about next Sunday’s worship and I don’t have the sermon done yet and that has me a little concerned. 

Pastor Lynn
OUR PRAYERS

Stacy Daub, Howard Croner, Dan Kelley, Carter Pelc, Herman Blom, Betty Eckard, Angela Christophel, Bonnie Amdahl, Darlene Seylar, Edna Lutzow, Beverly Lutz, Virginia Conway, Albert Swartz, Clara Chipman, Leona Moorberg and those we name in our hearts.

OUR CHRISTIAN LOVE AND SYMPATHY: 
*To the family and friends of Leota Hoovel on her recent death.
*To Wayne & Mona King of the death of Mona’s mother, Beulah Cockrum.
*To the family and friends of Christina Timmons upon her death.
*To Karen Butler, Kay Koehler, and Tom Klinger and families on the death of their father Lyle Klinger.  

*To the family and friends of Thelma Moffitt on her recent death.
Congratulations

*To Diane Blom on her new granddaughter, Madelynn Grace Blom who was born January 19th.  Her proud parents are Eric and Jackie of LaVista, Nebraska. Great-grandparents are Herman and Jean Blom. 

*To Dale Martin and Florence Imperio on their marriage on January 21st here in our church.
*To Christopher and Abbie Fuhrman on the birth of their daughter, Maggie Mae born December 20, 2011. Proud grandparents are Tom and Sherry Fuhrman and great-grandparents are Max and Bonnie Pelzer. 
OUR MEMBERS WORSHIP WITH OTHERS

*Lorraine Hess at Peace Lutheran Church in Sioux Falls, South Dakota
*Julie Montandon at the Lake Hamilton Baptist Church in Arkansas and the New Beginnings Christian Church in Tampa, Florida

*Albert & Carol Swartz at the Eldora UMC

*Esther Day and Ernest Solmonson at the Hope Church in Spencer

*Judy & Dick Taylor at the Fredericksburg UMC in Fredericksburg, Texas on December 18 and 24. 

THANK YOU!
*To Barbara Mace for taking care of the Cradle Roll and being our Nursery Home Visitor for many years. 

Life is not a problem to be solved, 

but a gift to be enjoyed! 
NEW ADDRESS/TELEPHONE DIRECTORIES

There are newly updated address and telephone number directories available. They may be picked up in Fellowship Hall or the church office. 
Coats Needed

Ruth Sub-unit is collecting new and near new coats for Forest Ridge. There is a box in the choir robe room to put them in. Thank you so very much!
“WE CAN” PROJECT
In our church’s continuing support of the Emmet County Food Pantry, the Outreach Committee is still asking each person or family to bring one canned item or paper item each Sunday. “We Can” make a difference in the lives of others. Leave items in the grocery cart in the south hallway.
Weekly Scriptures

Each week all of the Sunday School classes (including the adult class) will be using the same scripture. The scripture for worship service will also be the same as the Sunday School classes. The scripture for the following week will be announced in the bulletin for those who would like to be prepared. 

WOW Cafe looking for Guest Chefs!

We would love to have 'Guest Chefs' come and make a meal of your choice. Just talk with Terry Lutzow to reserve your week! Also see the list of 'staple' items that you could bring to help us out. And don't forget to sign up in Fellowship Hall for a turn to bring your favorite dessert! Thank you goes out to our most recent guest chef, Marilyn Schnell.
ATTENTION SENIORS: 

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE!

All United Methodist students may apply for scholarships through the Iowa United Methodist Foundation. The application can be found at www.iumf.org and is downloadable for reproduction. Send your applications to: Iowa United Methodist Foundation, 2301 Rittenhouse Street, Des Moines, IA 50321. Applications and all supporting documents must be postmarked by March 15, 2012. 
One reason a dog has so many friends:

 he wags his tail instead of his tongue.
CAASA (Centers Against Abuse and Sexual Assault) would like to thank the church and the United Methodist Men for all their support. Your ongoing support is very much appreciated. Thank you!

                                                            Minde Coleman
The Sunday Grind

Our Christian Education Coordinators, Terry and Edna Lutzow, have started a place where parents can get together and relax with coffee, tea, and hot chocolate and visit while the children are in Sunday School! The Coffee Shop is in the basement of the Education Unit right at the bottom of the stairs on the south end of the building. We even have WiFi access! Drinks and etc. offered for a free will donation.
The weekly bulletin and monthly newsletter are available on our website at www.esthervilleumc.org at the bottom of the home page! 
Would you like a copy of a worship service?
They may be picked up right after the worship service. You have a choice of a DVD (the service with pictures and sound) or a CD (sound only). The DVD is $5 and the CD is $3. Check at the media desk or with any of the media team. You may also call the church office to place an order.
United Methodist Men’s breakfast meeting will be Sunday, February 12th  at 8:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. All men of the church welcome! The next pancake supper will be February 16th !  
Ash Wednesday Observance
Lent begins Wednesday, February 22.  Lent is a season of preparation that looks forward to the Crucifixion and Resurrection of our Lord.   Traditionally, some churches have observed the day with a short service, early in the day, before the work day begins, that includes what is called “The Imposition of the Ashes.”  

During this service, those who want to participate in this particular part of the remembrance of these momentous events and to make a passive witness to the world outside the church are invited to come forward and a mixture of olive oil and ashes from the palm leaves of the previous year’s Palm Sunday service is rubbed on their foreheads in the shape of a small cross.  Ashes have long been associated with grieving and repentance.

This service will mark the beginning of the 40 days of Lent.  It will be held at 7 a.m. in the chapel Wednesday, February 22nd.  The chapel will then be open for prayer throughout the day until 6:30 p.m. It will be a come and go with no specific time to sign up for in advance. Several people may be in prayer at the same time. There will be devotionals available in the chapel for those who wish to come in.  For those who want to pray but chose to remain home, contact the office for devotional materials if you desire them.

WINTER WORSHIP

Since our pastor can walk to church and since we are live on television each Sunday, it would be a rare occasion that we would cancel worship due to weather. Sunday School may be cancelled, however. Listen to KILR radio for any closing announcements. As to worship, please use your good judgments whether or not to attend in person. We don’t want anyone to have a fall or an accident!
UMC WALKERS

If you don’t want to worry about the weather and need your exercise, we have opened up the church for those who would like to walk. You may walk anytime the church is open. There is a sign-up sheet on a table outside the south door of the administrative assistant’s office. No advance notice needed. Just come in and sign in and start walking! 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

First of all, I would like to thank everyone for all of their prayers, well-wishes and help after Edna's stroke. With a lot of therapy, hard work, and God's blessings we're hoping for a successful recovery. It's amazing to see just how large your church family really is, and Edna and I feel truly blessed. So again, from the two of us, thank you.

Last month I mentioned that we were heading into the time of year where church and Sunday School attendance has dropped historically. So far, so good this year... attendance is still going strong! We're starting to work on plans for upcoming activities, so stay tuned!

The UMYF has been busy painting their room. There are still a couple of rooms available for adoption, so if you would like to take on a classroom or purchase the materials for someone else to paint, just let us know!

The HUG Puppets have begun working on the 2012 Spring Show. The date and location should be announced shortly. DVD's of the 2011 Spring Theater and the Sweet Corn Days shows will also be available soon. Cutty's Resort has contacted the puppets to do one or more summer worship services again this year, and those dates should be finalized soon.

Finally, one item that has not been discussed for a while...

This year, as in the past, your children are earning four dollars in camp scholarship money for every week that they attend Sunday School. Sometime in the near future you will be receiving an updated amount that they have accrued. We're starting plans for Camp Sunday. By that time we should have camp brochures available to help choose the camp that your kids would like to attend. Feel free to ask lots of questions! We would like to see a bunch of the kids go to one of the camps, and if finances are tight, please talk to us. There is always a way for a child to go to camp, even if you can't afford it. Anyone who wants to go, will.  
Thanks!

Terry and Edna Lutzow,

Christian Education Coordinators
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A Christian must keep the faith,
but not to himself. 

STEWARDSHIP
The following is an article by Dr. Charles W. Smith:

The Church is not a Charity

  Even though the IRS may designate the church as a charity, it is not. A charity is defined as a generosity and a help toward the needy or suffering. It is an institution that is engaged in relief of the poor. The church may have some programs that help or advocate for the relief of the poor but that is not the main focus or purpose of the church. The church is not needy or poor. 

  Even though Webster’s Dictionary may define a church as “a building for public worship or a body or organization of religious believers,” The Church is not a Building. We may use a building for worship or as place to come and meet our savior but the building is not a real church.

  “The Church is the community of all true believers under the Lordship of Christ……It is the redemptive fellowship in which the Word of God is preached….and the sacraments are duly administered according to Christ’s own appointment. Under the discipline of the Holy Spirit the Church exists for the maintenance of worship, the edification of believers and the redemption of the world.” Our Doctrinal Standards and General Rules, 2008 Book of Discipline, page 67.  

  So why should we give to the Church our prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness? We do not give because the IRS may give us a tax advantage, although that may be an outcome of gifts. We do not give because somewhere in the world a village may have a new well with clean water, even though that may be the result of our gifts for service. We do not give because the sanctuary roof has a leak, even admitting that it is nice to worship God and experience the sacraments in a setting where ones head will not get drenched or if we hear the drip, drip, drip of water into a bucket. 

  We give to the Church as our response to God because as the writer of the Gospel put it, “God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.” John 3:16 NRVS

  I believe that in 2012 if we give in the spirit of God’s gift to us, our local congregations and the Annual Conference will always have enough. Enough, so the Word of God may be preached around the world. Enough, that we can administere the sacraments, worship our God and Savior, and be in mission for the redemption of the world.
If you’re heading in the wrong direction, God allows u-turns. 
Thanks to the generosity of this congregation we were able to meet all our obligations, including our apportionments, for the year 2011. Praise God!!! There was $1,980 given for the Christmas Offering.
Rummage Sale

Saturday, March 31st 

Keep in mind the Annual Rummage Sale when you are going through your closets, cupboards and holiday decorations. We will be accepting contributions starting February 15 through March 26. Please bring only good, clean items to sell. NO computers, TV’s, telephones, encyclopedias or adult clothing will be accepted, as they don’t sell. Items may be put on the narrow tables in library hall. 
Our United Methodist Endowment Fund has $373.50 undesignated funds available to be used this year. Any group within our church who wishes to use the fund should let their wishes be known to the church office by February 29, 2012. 
We have weekly giving envelopes for those that want/use them. Please check with Kathy Culbertson or Nancy Hanby in the office if you would like them. 
If you would prefer to give your church offering electronically in lieu of writing a check, please fill out an EFT form and return it to the church office. There is still time to sign up for EFT contributions to the church. Do you have questions? Would you like an authorization form? Please call the church office at 362-4886 if you are interested. Forms are also available on the table in Fellowship Hall. NOW would be a good time to switch to EFT giving. 
SPONSOR A RADIO BROADCAST!
Sponsors for the radio broadcast are needed for February 5; March 4; April 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29. Call the church office to reserve a broadcast. Radio broadcast is only $62.  

We are discontinuing the Adopt-A-Bill program at this time. If you wish to give an extra gift, just mark your check memo: extra giving. They are much appreciated! Thanks to all the faithful givers who have given to this program over the years. 
Kathy Culbertson, 
Business Administrator

OUTREACH
Sign Up Deadline for the July Mission Work Trip to the Rosebud Indian Reservation is March 1st 

The Mission Work Trip to the Rosebud Indian Reservation is scheduled to leave Estherville after worship Sunday July 8th and return home Saturday July 14th.

The housing we have spoken for at the Tree of Life Mission holds 20 workers.  We already have 18 committed to the trip so if you want to go, you need to contact the church office or our Outreach Committee Chair, Gladys Godfrey soon.  We have set a cut off date of March 1 because fund raising, transportation needs, worker insurance, meal planning and many other aspects of the trip are dependent upon the number going.  If you intend to go and think you have already let someone know of your intentions, it might be a good idea to check in with them again to make sure that your name is included.

This trip is open to anyone Junior High age and up.  There will be all kinds of work opportunities, not just construction jobs.  The Mission has a food kitchen, a used clothing store, a variety store that sells modestly priced items, and there is always work sorting and storing donations.  We also will need to work out a plan of preparing our meals during the week, so if you are someone who enjoys food preparation, this might be a way for you to help immensely on this trip. (We may also decide to divide up the meals among the group going so that no one has the sole responsibility for this job.)

Those making the trip will be asked to participate in helping with fund raisers that will be held in the church and with a follow up meeting after our return to tell our story to people who have supported us with donations and to also tell our story during Sunday worship July 15th. 

We anticipate that individual participants will need to make only a small monetary contribution themselves to the project.  Past experience has taught us that such earnest money from the workers themselves makes for a more enjoyable experience for them.  $25 is what we are asking, but we don’t want anyone to stay away because of this.  We will have sponsorships available to pay for those who may have several from one family going or for whom such help would make the trip possible.

In addition to this, we will share the cost of fuel when carpooling and we will be renting a van as well.  If fund raising goes especially well, we may have resources to help pay for fuel costs.  Meals on the road and any costs related to our optional day off activities (Wednesday during the work week) will be the participant’s responsibilities as well.  There are no-cost activities available as well as modest ones if we choose to travel.  Each worker will have the freedom to choose how to use the day off.

A meeting to further plan and answer questions will be held as soon as we have a firm commitment of workers.

Remember, it is a work trip, and not a vacation, so while we won’t be staying at the Hilton, it isn’t like sleeping on the ground.  And with so many service options, there will be enough opportunities for any level of interest or skill to be used and fulfilled.

If you can’t go this year, don’t despair.  We intend this to be an annual event!

FOR YOUR INFO

FEBRUARY GREETERS

05 – Herbie & Effie Nielsen
        Kathleen Tirevold
        Chris & Melanie Schwidder

        Charlotte Ewing (cookies only)

12-  Ken & Judy DeVore
       Julie Montandon

       Sandy Hecht

       Betty Steen (greet only)

19-  Darvin & Marilyn Schnell
        Garry & Kathy Culbertson

        Curtis, Laurie, Thomas & Emily Harvego

 26-  Shane & Michelle Ingvall
        Stan & Mary Larson

        Ryan, Holly, Reed & Britney Jensen

FEBRUARY
ACOLYTES & CROSS BEARER
Cross Bearer: Tyler Lowe
Acolytes: Taylor Karels & Hunter King
FEBRUARY USHERS

Captain, Jeff Swlave
Terry King                 Connor Probst              Brad Sexe

Chad King                  Stan Larson                  Ryan Jensen

Garry Culbertson

FROM OUR MEMBERS
Thanks to the Staff Parish Relations and Outreach Committees and to my Church Family for honoring me as I retire as Evangelism Coordinator. Thank you for all of the well wishes, the cards and the gifts. I'll treasure them always. And "thanks for the memories!"
                                                                   Pat Erickson
Once again I would like to give a big THANK YOU to all the folks who help with the funerals here at the church. With funerals three days in row, you have really shown what a great bunch of helpers we have. From Alice, who calls for cakes, to the bakers, the cooks, the servers, dish washers, and everyone else who helps. It’s so nice when I call to hear that YES. I know I appreciate it and I’m sure the families we’re serving do also. You all know who you are, so please give yourselves a pat on the back and a hug from me.

                                                God bless and keep you all,

                                                Donna Brobst

Our Sub-units are scheduled to meet as follows:

Martha –No meeting until March
Ruth – No meeting until April
Susanna Wesley – Monday, February 20th at Deb Elrod’s

Be sure to keep bringing guests each Sunday to worship. The person or family that has invited the most guests for that month will receive a New International Study Bible. This started in October and goes through May. See if you can be the winner this month! 

Life affords no 
greater responsibility, 

no greater privilege, 

than the raising of the

 next generation!
FEBRUARY  BIRTHDAYS

01- Barbara Fisher

Michael Johnson

03- Todd Pelzer

Lavida Hildreth

Jennifer Varner

04- Sue Spalding

Jim Butler

Elizabeth Brashear

05- Deb Clague

Brenna Evans

Chet Pyawasit

Lexi Palmer

06- Marcella McCoid

Robbie Mitchell

07- Lynn Kesler

              Tyler Dalen

              Levi Jensen

08- Peggy Danielson

Natasha Zimmerman

09- Shirley Fain

Ryan Lahr

Marissa Fitzgerald

010- Greg Currell

Joyce Zeigler

Heather Walters

Riley Edwards

011- Denise Baryth

012- Stacy Moorberg
013- Lonnie Winter

014- Charlotte Ewing

               Paul Fredrickson


               Jeff Schoon

              Caressa Franklin

              Steven T. Lange

015- Lorraine Hess

        16-  Doug Weir

       Mae Scheffel

       Suzanne West

17- Aaron Hunt

Jeff Swalve

Michelle Matson

Moriah Reineke

18- Larry Swalve

Riley Montgomery

Tyler Poulson

Kiera Dalen

19- Larry Niles

20- Wanette Zimmerman

Jess Christensen

21- Dorothy Pierce

Sibyl Eubanks

Taylor Bodle
22- Esther Day

Dan Mueller

Maxwell Brashear

23- Monica Rasmusen

Steve Matson

24-  Colby Moorberg

26- George Chipman

Dale Baruth

27- Clara Chipman

Sharon Cassem

Janice Swartz

28- Mark Moffitt

      FEBRUARY  ANNIVERSARIES

02-   MM Randy & Holly Ouellette

03-   M/M Adam & Angela Christophel

07-   M/M Eldon & Shirley Fain

08-   M/M Travis & Tammy Grange

12-   M/M James & Betty Eckard

014-  M/M Doug & Gerry Smith

16-   M/M Pat & Barbara Reardon 

20-   M/M Joe & Jodie Greig

21-   M/M Keith & Donna Probst

25-   M/M Steve & Sheryl Christensen

26-   M/M Terry & Mavis King

